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 T
he Penthouse Pet is demanding to 
go for a skinny dip. All the tricks 
to secure a beach romp have been 
employed – playful bouncing about 

on the tiled floor, a few coy looks, even 
a whimper. As much as we’d like to stay 
on the balcony and get lost in the sea view, 
the protests are impossible to ignore, so 
we grab the leash and head out the door.

Leash? Fear not, this is a family 
publication and there will be no open-air 
bondage. The Penthouse Pet is our terrier, 
Lucky, a lively ball of non-moulting fluff who 
has been revelling in his top-floor digs at the 
incredibly rare dog-friendly apartments at 
Horizons. For all the talk about Australians’ 
love of their best friend, few accommodation 
houses in popular tourism zones have been 
brave and worldly enough to allow a family 
and their pet to holiday together. We’ve 
a lot yet to learn from the French.

Despite his arthritis, the 12-year-old 
hound bounds down the stairs of the three-
storey walk-up and out the front door where 
a foreshore park awaits. After Lucky has 
enjoyed a few sniffs and blessings of prawn 

shell-filled rubbish bins, we’re barrelling down 
the beach with more joie de vivre than 
a young Brigitte Bardot. Just 150 metres to 
the south, the off-leash dog beach kicks in 
and our Penthouse Pet runs into the water, 
cavorting and carrying on like he’s a pup.

Tired out, we return to the apartment. 
The door opens into a large living area with 
cathedral-style ceilings and a relaxed feel. 
There’s a six-seater dining suite (pictured, 
above) near the far wall and a big lounge in 
front of a big TV just beside the balcony door 
from where you can see the sea beyond the 
banksias. The kitchen has everything you 
need and a few thoughtful bonuses, such 

as an Esky and torch. Both air-conditioned 
bedrooms – the main including an ensuite 
and walk-in robe – are at the back of the 
unit, with views to the hinterland. Lucky’s 
bed – brought from home – is on the floor. 
He’s not permitted on the furniture, nor 
down at the heated pool. He is allowed on 
the upstairs viewing deck, so follows his 
owners and the bottle of wine up the inside 
stairs. Here, the view gets even better and 
a spa, banana lounges and the sweet sea 
air make it a perfect place to hang out.

When it’s time to eat, we take the  
15-minute stroll to the Peregian Square 
where water bowls for dogs are peppered 
about and the butcher even has “hound 
holders” to secure your pet. These things 
speak a lot to dog owners whose freedoms 
have been reduced by petty officialdom over 
the years. We have booked a table at the 
marvellous Pitchfork Restaurant, and Lucky 
is welcome, tied up on the grass nearby.

As we wander back under the stars to 
the penthouse, our faithful mutt trotting 
along beside us, we know we have found 
a place with soul. We will return.

the deal
PH (07) 5448 3444
WEBLINK 
www.horizons-
peregian.com
RATES Two-bedroom 
garden units from 
$190 per night to $265, 
with 3br penthouses 
from $290-375 pn. 
Special packages 
available.
 
The Verdict 
Pedigree penthouse.
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